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For the Improvement of the Navigation of the 
River Shannon. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



3 ft Gt' £ the Improvement of the Navigation of the River 
Shannon, from its source in Lough Allen, in the county of 
Leitrim, to the mouth of the said River, will contribute to the general 
Prosperity, Commerce, Agriculture and Revenue of Ireland, and also 
5 tend to the advantage and improvement of the respective counties and 
districts adjoining such Navigation: And whereas certain Surveys have 
been made under the direction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
whereby it appears that the whole course of the said River, embracing 
two hundred and thirty-two miles of continuous Navigation may be 
10 improved and thrown open, and rendered effectually navigable by the 
execution of divers proposed works : And it is expedient that the 
necessary works should be executed under the direction of the Com- 
missioners for the Promotion and Extension of Public Works in 
. Ireland, and the control and conservation of such Navigation vested in 
1 5 them j and that the Expenditure attendant upon the Improvement of 
the said Navigation shall, in the first instance, be defrayed out of the 
public Revenue, and that one moiety of the sum so advanced shall be 
a free grant for the Improvement of such Navigation, and the other 
moiety repaid by Twelve half-yearly instalments out of the surplus of 
2o the produce of such Tolls as may accrue from the said Navigation, 
after defraying the expenses of maintaining the said Navigation ; and 
in case the surplus of such Tolls should prove insufficient in any year 
to pay the annual instalment then due, that the deficit shall be made 
569. a good 
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1 . 

Lords of 
Treasury may 
appoint Com- 
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carrying this 
Act into 
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2 . 

Commission- 
ers appointed 
under this Act, 
shall swear 
duly to exe- 
cute the trusts 
committed to 
them. 



( a ) 

good by a local Rate or Assessment upon the Counties and Districts 
adjoining such Navigation, and benefited by the Improvement thereof 
in such Shares and Proportions as may be fixed and established in 
manner hereinafter mentioned, according to the particular extent of 
benefit arising out of such Improvement of the said Navigation, to 5 
each of the said Counties and Districts respectively : 

And whereas it is expedient, with a view to the Improvement of the 
said Navigation in the most judicious, effectual, and economical 
manner, that the works necessary to be executed for that purpose should 
be previously ascertained, and an Estimate made of the Expense io 
attendant thereon, and of the Sum required to be paid for the Compen- 
sation of the several Persons possessed of any right of Fishery, or 
other right in anywise' injured or prejudiced by the said proposed 
works, and for the purchase of any Lands or Tenements required to be 
taken for the erection of Wharfs, Piers, Landing Places, or other pur* ] ^ 
poses connected with the said Navigation ; 

3JSQ& it •t&etefon Cfcnattcb, by The ICING’s most Excellent Majesty:, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the .same, THAT it shall and may be lawful for the Lords 20 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, or any Three or more of 
them, by warrant under their hands, to constitute and appoint Tkite 
or more Persons to be Commissioners for the purpose of ascertaining 
the Works necessary to be executed for the Improvement of the said 
Navigation, and making an Estimate of the Expense thereof, and 25 
inquiring into and determining the proportions in which the several.Coun- 
ties and Districts adjacent to such Navigation and benefited by the 
Improvement thereof, should contribute towards making good the pro- 
portion of such Expense, which may, in defect of the surplus Tolls 
arising from such Navigation being adequate to that purpose, as herein- 3 ° 
before mentioned, fall upon such Counties and Districts, and for the 
other purposes of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners so to be appointed 
under this Act, shall each of them, previously to his entering upon the 
execution of such Commission, take an Oath before one of the Justices 35 
or Barons of one of His Majesty’s Superior Courts of Record at 
Dublin (which Oath they are hereby respectively authorized to admi- 
nister) of the tenor hereinafter following; (that is to say) 

“ Ij A. B. do swear, that I will faithfully and impartially, accord- 
ing to the best of my judgment, execute the several powers 40 

and trusts vested in me by an Act intituled [here set out the 
title of this Act.]” 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners may meet and sit Commis- 
from time to time in such place or places as they shall find most con- meet f rom 
venient, with or without adjournment and that all acts, matters and ^" ie t0 ttm 
things which the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act are 
5 by this Act authorized to do or execute, may be done and executed by 
any Three or more of them ; and that they shall and may, with the 
consent and approbation of the said Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
sury, employ such- Officers as they may find necessary, and that all and 
every the Persons so employed in any such capacity may from time to 
10 time be dismissed at the pleasure of the said Commissioners, and any 
other Person or Persons with the like consent and approbation appointed 
in his or their stead. 



And be it Enacted, That the several Surveys, Maps and Plans here- All Maps, 

Plan*, St<i. 

tofore made under the direction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland relating to^ 
15 of the said Navigation, and all other papers and documents relating to tio e n of t jj c 
the same, and material to the purposes of this Act, shall be delivered to deUversd 
. the. said Commissioners to be appointed under this Act; and that they JggJ** n,s ' 
shall take the same into their consideration, and cause such other Sur- 
veys, Maps, Plans and Sections as they shall find necessary lo be made, 

20 and inquire into and ascertain, by the examination of Witnesses, and all 
such other ways and means as they shall think proper, the most effectual 
and judicious mode of improving, the said Navigation, and of opening 
and clearing the said River Shannon from its source to the sea, and, of 
carrying, into execution all such Works as they shall find necessary 
25 in relation thereto ; and shall likewise ascertain the proper and con- 
venient places for the formation of such Havens, Piers,, Wharfs and 
Landing Places as they shall think necessary, distinguishing such of 
them as ought to form part of the Works to be undertaken in pursuance 
of this Act, under the direction of the said Commissioners for the promo- 
30 tion and extension of Public Works in Ireland, and such of them as may 
be conveniently left to individual enterprise ; and having made such 
inquiry, the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act shall, if 
• necessary, make out a Plan and Estimate, with proper Plans, Maps, 

Drawings and Sections, and Elevations thereto attached, showing and 
35 describing the said Navigation, and the several Works proper in their 
judgment to be executed for the clearing and improving the same, and 
for confining the waters thereof, and preventing the inundation of the 
contiguous lands, and the proper places for the erection of toll-houses ; 
and it shall be lawful for the said Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
40 from time to time to give such orders and directions as they shall think 
proper, defining the duties of the said Commissioners for the execution 
of this Act in respect of such matters, and the extent of their inquiries ; 
and the said Commissioners for the execution of this Act shall obey and 
observe all such orders and directions as aforesaid, which shall from 
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purposes of 
this Act. 



time to time be signified to them by the said Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury. 

And be it Enacted, That, for the purposes of such survey and inquiry 
or any other of the purposes of this Act, it shall and may be lawful fer- 
tile said Commissioners for the execution of this Act, by themselves, 
their Surveyors, Engineers, Agents, Officers and Workmen, to enter 
upon any lands or premises being near or contiguous to lire said River 
Shannon, or any of tire Rivers or Streams connected therewith, and if 
necessary, to dig or bore therein ; and that for the purposes aforesaid it 
shall be in like manner lawful for the said Commissioners lor the in 
execution of this Act, theii Surveyors, Engineers, Agents, Officers and 
Vh orkmeri, to raise and examine any Weir, Sluice or Floodgate erected 
in or upon the said River Shannon, or any other of the Rivers or 
Streams aforesaid, and to make any soundings, or bore the bed or 
channel of any part of the said River Shannon, or of any Rivers or 15 
Streams, or mill-course or dam connected therewith, in -what Person 
Company or Corporation soever the navigation, control, direction or 
property in such River or Stream, or mill-course or dam, may be in any- 
wise vested. 

And be it. Enacted, That the said Commissioners for the execution 20' 
of this Act, having ascertained and determined upon the Works proper 
in their judgment to bo executed for the purpose of improving and 1 
completing the said Navigation, shall prepare a Schedule, with. such 
Maps and Plans thereto attached as may be necessary, showing and 
describing the Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments required to be 25 
taken for the purposes of this Act, and the Mills, Weirs, Fisheries or 
other rights or franchises, so far as they may be known to the said 
Commissioners, liable to be anywise injuriously affected by the proposed 
Works ; and shall cause copies thereof to be made and deposited in 
such and so many convenient places in the vicinity of such Navigation, 30 
and of the premises mentioned in such Schedule, as they shall think 
proper, there to remain open to public inspection at all reasonable 
times for successive Weeks, and shall cause notices ofthe place 

or places where the same may be deposited to be posted in the usual ■ 
places for posting Grand Jury notices in each adjacent Barony or Half 35 
Barony ; and shall also cause a like notice to be inserted once in each 
week fm successive Weeks in the Dublin Gazette, and in some 

one or more Newspapers circulating in the neighbourhood of such 
Navigation ; and the said Commissioners shall also cause a notice in 
writing, to be delivered to or left at the usual place of abode of the 40 
owners or occupiers, or reputed owners or occupiers (where the same 
may be known to thesaid Commissioners) of all such Lands, Tenements 
and Hereditaments, Mills, Weirs, Fisheries, or other rights or /ran- 

phises 
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chises required to Uc taken for, or liable to be injuriously affected by the. 
said proposed Works, requiring such owners aim occupiers to prefer 
their respective claims before the said Commissioners for the value of 
such property, or the compensation to he allowed for any prejudice or 
£ injury resulting thereto from such Works. 

And be it Luacted, Chat any Person having or claiming to have Cmnmission- 
any right, title or interest in or to any Lands, Tenements or Heredita- fate upon 
meats, Mill, Weir, Fishery or other right or franchise, liable to be in dZlleTkc. 
anywise injured or damaged by the said proposed Works, or required to thaexccutbn 
10 be taken for the purposes thereof, whether the same shall be included in ot ll,is A( ' c - 
the said Schedule or otherwise, shall and may, within such time and in 
such manner and form as the said Commissioners for the execution of 
this Act shall, by some general rules to be by them framed and pub- 
lished, notify and appoint, apply to the said Commissioners, stating the 
15 value of their respective properties, and claiming the same, or the com- 
pensation to be allowed for any injury or damage resulting or which 
may resuit thereto from such Works; and the said Commissioners 
shall proceed in the manner prescribed by such general rules, to be by 
them established as aforesaid, to inquire into and adjudicate upon such 
20 claims, and shall, after due inquiry and examination, assess and declare 
the value of the several lands, tenements or hereditaments required to 
be purchased for the purposes of the said Works so proposed to be 
executed for the improvement and completion of the said Navigation, 
and the amount of compensation to be allowed to the owners of any 
25 mill, weir,, fishery or other right or franchise, of what nature soever, 
necessary to be extinguished, or liable to be anywise injuriously 
affected by such Works, and shall fix such value or compensation 
as of an estate in fee-simple, or the absolute and entire estate ami 
interest therein, without specifying the person or persons entitled to 
30 or interested therein, or the value of their respective shares and in- 
terests, or. the amount of compensation due to them severally ; and 
having ascertained and declared the value of such lands* tenements 
or hereditaments, and the amount of such compensation in each 
such case as aforesaid, the said Commissioners for the execution of 
35 this Act shall, by public advertisement and otherwise, as the said 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury shall direct, notify and appoint a 
time and place for the confirmation of their said award and adjudica- 
tion, and shall attend at such time and place, and shall thereat, or at 
some adjournment therefrom, proceed in open court to declare such 
40 award and adjudication on each case, and hear all such objections 
which may be offered thereto by any person whatsoever, and receive 
all such evidence as they shall find pertinent and proper, and amend 
or confirm and finally settle each such award and adjudication ac- 
cordingly. 

493, A3' And 
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And be it Enacted, That at some time previous to the said Court 
so (o be hoi den by the said Commissioners for the execution of this 
Act, they shall, by all such ways and means as they shall think neces- 
sary, inquire into and ascertain the several counties, or parts of counties 
through or near to which the said Navigation may pass, and which nr’ 
likely to derive benefit from the said Navigation being improved and 
thrown open, or from any work proposed to be executed by the said 
Commissioners, and shall ascertain and determine the proportions in 
which such benefit is likely to accrue to such counties or parts of 
counties respectively; and in case they should find that any particular 
Lands are likely to derive peculiar benefit from the waters of such 
Navigation" being confined to their natural channel, so as to relieve 
such Lands from inundation, or are likely to derive peculiar benefit 
from any other proposed work, the said Commissioners shall assign 
the particular share/or proportion of benefit likely to accrue to such 
Lands ; and having so tired and ascertained such proportions as afore- 
said, the said Commissioners shall, at such open court to he holden 
as aforesaid, proceed to declare such proportions and hear all such 
proper and pertinent evidence as shall be offered to them in reference 
thereto, and finally award and adjudicate upon such proportions. 



5 



10 



15 



20 



Commission- -Aod be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners for (lie 
toSs E”“ d execution of this Act, may examine upon oath or affirmation (which 
nmimido™ oath or affirmation they, or any One or Two of then) are and is hereby 
authorized to administer), all Persons who shall appear before them to 
be examined as witnesses, touching any matters or things which may bo 2J 
depending, or touching any questions which may arise in the execution 
of the powers vested in the said Commissioners by this Act, and may 
also receive any affidavits or depositions in writing, upon oath or 
affirmation, touching such matters or things as aforesaid, which shall be 
made before any .Justice of the Peace of any County or Shire, or any go 
Magistrate of any Borough or Town Corporate in Great Britain or 
Ireland, where or near which the person making such affidavit or depo- 
sition shall reside, or before any Judge of any of His Majesty’s 
Superior Courts at Westminster or Dublin, and certified and trans- 
mitted to the said Commissioners, under the hand and seal of such 35 
Justice or Magistrate or Judge respectively (and which oath or 
affirmation every such Justice or Magistrate shall be and is hereby 
authorized and empowered to administer) ; provided, that in every suqh 
affidavit Or deposition there shall be expressed the addition of the Party 
making such affirmation or deposition, and tiie particular place of bis or 40 
her abode. 



Commission-, 
ers may com- 
pel the at- 
tendance and 
examination 
of Witnesses. 



And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners for the 
execution of this Act shall be and are hereby authorized, by a sum- 
mons under their hands, or under the hands of any Three, of them/ 
to require the attendance before them, by a time to be in such 

summons 
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summons for that purpose limited, of -any Person or Persons com- 
petent, or whom such Commissioners may have reason to believe 
to be competent, to give evidence upon any question or matter de- 
pending before them, touching or concerning the said Navigation, or 
5 the value of the Premises required to be taken for the purposes thereof, 
or the amount of any compensation as aforesaid ; and if any Person 
upon whom any such summons shall be served by the actual delivery 
thereof to him or her, or by the leaving thereof at his or her usual place 
of abode, shall, without reasonable cause to be allowed by such 
10 Commissioners, fail to appear before them at the time and place in 
such summons for that purpose mentioned, or, so appearing, shall refuse 
to he sworn, or to make his or her solemn affirmation, as the case may 
he, or, having been so sworn, or having made such affirmation, shall not 
make answer to any such questions as may by the said Commissioners 
be proposed to him or her, touching any matter or thing depending 
before them under the provisions of this Act, or shall refuse or fail to 
produce and exhibit to the said Commissioners any such papers and 
documents relating to any question, matter or thing depending before 
such Commissioners as shall by them be called for or required, every 
. 20 such Person shall for such his default, refusal or neglect as aforesaid, 
incur and become liable to all such fines and penalties, prosecutions, 
civil suits, or actions as any person may by law incur or become liable 
to for default of appearance, or for refusing to be sworn, or to give 
evidence upon any issue joined in any action depending in His Majesty’s 
25 Court of King’s Bench'; and the said Commissioners shall have ail 
such and the same powers, jurisdiction and authority for imposing and 
causing to be levied and recovered any such fines and penalties as 
aforesaid, as are by law vested in any of the Judges of the said Court 
for imposing or causing to be levied and recovered any fines or penalties 
30 incurred by any person failing to appear as a witness, or refusing 
to be sworn, and to give evidence in the trial of any action before any 
such Judges or Judge, 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person or Persons, upon ex- E< for 
afnination on oath or affirmation before the said Commissioners respec- ™“j" b » fora 
tively, or if any Person or Persons making any such affidavit or Commission- 
deposition as before mentioned, shall wilfully and corruptly give false crs ’ 
evidence, or shall in such affirmation, affidavit or deposition wilfully 
or corruptly swear, affirm or allege any matter or thing which shall 
be false or untrue, every such Person or Persons so offending, and 
being thereof duly convicted, shall be and is and are hereby declared 
to be subject and liable to the pains and penalties of persons convicted 
of wilful and corrupt Perjury, by any law in force at the time of such 
Perjury being committed. 

12. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, with all Co«ion- 
convenient speed after the completion of the several duties herein- transmit all 

1 Documents 
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before appointed to be executed by them under this Act, prepare a Plan 
Estimate and Specification, with proper Maps and ■ Schedules thereto 
attached, of the several Works proper in their judgment to lie exe- 
cuted for the improvement and completion of the said Navigation 
and the erection of Tollhouses thereon, and the expense of execution 
such Works and erecting such Tollhouses, including and distinauisJiino 
the sums required to be paid for the purchase of premises required 
for the purposes of the said Navigation, and to be paid as compensation 
and shall also form such plan as they may think advisable for the' levy- 
ing and collecting proper Tolls (stating the amount thereof) upon the 
said Navigation for the maintenance of the same, and for the repayment 
of tile moiety of the advances to be made as hereinbefore recited for 
the improvement and completion of the said Navigation, and shall 
transmit such Plans, Maps, Specifications, Estimates, Awards and Ad- 
judications and plan for Tolls to the said Commissioners of His Ma- 
jesty’s Treasury, together with a report on such matters concerning the 
improvement of such Navigation, and the state of the same, as the said 
Lords Commissioners shall direct, and the said Lords Commissioners 
. shall, on the receipt thereof, lay all such documents before both 
Houses of Parliament, if Parliament be then sitting;; and if Parliament 
be not then sitting, such documents shall be laid before the said Two 
Houses within Fourteen Days after tile commencement of the then next 
Session of Parliament. 
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